
ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS #2 

SSWH1 Analyze the origins, structures, and interactions of societies in the ancient world from 3500 BCE/BC to 500 BCE/BC.  

 c. Explain the development of monotheism, include: the concepts developed by the ancient Hebrews.  

d. Identify the Bantu migration patterns and contribution to settled agriculture. 

 e. Explain the rise of the Olmecs.   

  

SSWH2 Identify the major achievements of Chinese and Indian societies to 500 CE/AD. 

 a. Describe the development of Indian civilization, include: the rise and fall of the Maurya and Gupta Empires.   

 b. Describe the development of Chinese civilization under Zhou, Qin, and Han.  

  c. Explain the development and impact of Hinduism and Buddhism on India, and Confucianism on China.  

  d. Explain how geography contributed to the movement of people and ideas, include: Silk Roads and Indian Ocean Trade.  

 

 

Key Terms: Aryans, Vedas, Caste System, reincarnation, karma, the Buddha, Nirvana 

 

Focus Questions: 

1. Which technology did the Hittites use to create an empire? 

2. Page 90—be able to explain the relationship and connection between the atman, Brahman, reincarnation and karma. ****** 

3. Page 94---read through the section on Buddhism 

FOUR NOBLE TRUTHS 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

4. What is nirvana?  Is it possible for a human to reach that state? 

5. What would be three later divisions of Buddhism? 

 

Key Terms:  page 105---Torah, Abraham, monotheism, covenant, Moses, Ten Commandments 

 

Focus questions: 

1. How did the religion of the ancient Israelites differ from the religion of neighboring cultures? 

2. Who were the first three kings of Israel?  Why would the Hebrew kingdom split soon after the death of Solomon?  What were the two 

parts? 

3. What is the Holiest city of Judaism?  Why? 

4. Describe the period of the Babylonian Captivity and what would happen in later empires? 

 

Key Terms:  page 118-Hyksos, Thutmose III, Ramses II, Kush, Assyria, Ninevah, Ashurbanipal, Medes, Chaldeans, Nebuchadnezzar, Hanging Gardens  

                     of Babylon, Cyrus, Darius, Royal Road 

 

Focus questions: 

1. How did Confucius believe social harmony could be developed in China? 

 

Five Basic Relationships 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

2. Chart on page 140- be able to differentiate the main ideas of Daoism, Confucianism and Legalism 

3. Explain the concept of Yin and Yang 

4. Who would unite China after the Zhou dynasty fell and become the first emperor?  

5. Which dynasty would emerge after the Qin dynasty fell? 

 

Migration—page 444 

 

Key terms: migration, push-pull factors,  

 

1. Differentiate between push and pull factors utilizing the factors of environmental, economic and political 

2. What is the impact of migration on places people leave and the places they go to? 

3. **** Read page 447—who were the Bantu and why did they migrate.  Compete the graphic organizer on page 449 #1 

4. ****Identify the Silk Road.  Which areas did it connect and what would be its impact on human history? 

 

Key Terms: Mesoamerica, Olmecs  (page 448) 

 

Focus questions: 

 

1. Why are the Olmecs considered to be the mother culture of Mesoamerica? 

2. Why would the Olmec civilization collapse? 


